THE AGE OF MACHINERY
told if I went I must not come again/ His father added:
It's killing him by inches; he falls asleep over his food at
night. I saw an account of such things in the newspaper, and
thought how true it was of my own children.' A lad employed
at Bradford stated: 'I first began to work before I was five
years of age. It was a worsted mill. We used to begin at six
o'clock in the morning and go on till eight o'clock, sometimes
nine. My legs are now bent 35 you see.' (The knees, reported
the commissioner, were bent dreadfully. The height of the
boy, who was fifteen, was 3 feet 9 inches.) 'Got my knees bent
with standing so long. Have asked my father and mother to
let me stop away; they said they could not do with me
laiking at home, there was so many of us laiking from not
being old enough.5 Another boy started life at a worsted
mill near Halifax. 1 was hardly five when I went; I went in
petticoats; got a shilling a week when I'd been about a
month. We used to begin at six and I have wrought there
while seven and eight and nine o'clock at night.'
Another evil connected with child labour was night work.
*We used to come at half-past eight at night,' said a girl
fifteen years old, 'and work all night till the rest of the girls
came in the morning.5 In addition there were many com-
plaints of ill-treatment. 'Kind words are God-sends in many
factories, and oaths and blows the usual order of the day.* A
little Scottish lassie aged thirteen told how 'when she was a
child, too little to put on her ain clathes, the onlooker used
to beat her till she screamed again.5 It is fair to remark that
those responsible for the brutal treatment of children were
not the masters but a section of the workpeople themselves,
in whose charge the children were placed. However the
masters are not to be exonerated from blame, since it was
their duty to ensure that their young employees were
shielded from violence.
One result of the long hours was that children were
robbed of sufficient sleep. 'A great majority of the children,'
observed a commissioner, 'live from half a mile to perhaps a
mile and a half and in some instances further from the place
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